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Summary: The lectotype is designated for 
Justicia anfractuosa C. B. Clarke ( Acanthaceae ), 
a rare endemic species from Northeast India. 

Justicia L. is the largest genus in the 
Acanthaceae (Graham 1988). This pantropical 
genus comprises about 700 species in the 
world (Mabberley 2017) and is represented by 
56 taxa in India, of which 18 are endemic to 
the country (Karthikeyan et al. 2009). Justicia 
anfractuosa C. B. Clarke is endemic to Manipur 
(Senapati district) and Nagaland (Kohima) in 
India. Recently this rare and interesting species 
has been recollected from Manipur 120 years 
after the type collection (Gogoi and Mao 
2012). During the enumeration of endemic 
angiosperms oflndia (Singh et al. 2015), it was 
found that J. anfractuosa C. B. Clarke needs to 
be lectotypified. 

Justicia anfractuosa C. B. Clarke in J. Linn. 
Soc., Bot. 25 : 56 (1890). 

Lectotype (designated here): INDIA. 
Nagaland, Kohima, 4500 feet, 1 November 
1885, C. B. Clarke 41472 (K000884081; Fig. 1). 

Justicia anfractuosa was described by C. B. 
Clarke in 1889, based on two collections from 
Kohima and North Muneypore (Manipur). 
While searching for the original materials 
mentioned in the protologue, two specimens 
(K000884081 from Kohima and K000884127 


from Manipur) could be traced at K, both were 
collected by C. B. Clarke. As the specimen 
collected from Kohima matches well with the 
illustration of the protologue, which also has 
annotation and a line drawing of the stamens by 
Clarke, it is designated here as the lectotype of 
J. anfractuosa. 
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Justicia anfractuosa C. B. Clarke (C. B. Clarke 41472, 
K000884081) ©Board of Trustees, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
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